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Congratulations!!  
 

We are delighted that you will be getting married in 
our ancient parish church. 
 
The preparations have no doubt begun, and we hope 
that this little booklet will be a help in the planning of 
the wedding service itself. 
 

Please do remember you are not ñbooking a venueò but coming to a 
Church of England Service the arrangements for which  will be overseen 
by the priest conducting your wedding. There are certain things that have 
to be included in the service so that you are legally married, but there are 
also opportunities for you to put your own stamp on the occasion. 
 
There are a number of choices you will need to make, so we hope that this 
booklet will help you both to plan what you want to say  on the day to one 
another and to God. 
 
There is always help available : contact David Preece our parish  
administrator or me . Our contact details are to be found on page 20 
 
We will usually meet together three times. The first, which we have  
probably already arranged, to start to fill in the required forms and raise 
some initial questions; the second , about 3 months before the wedding , 
to firm up arrangements and to think a little about what marriage is about 
and the third is a rehearsal in church to which any participants and family 
members have an open invitation. 
 
You may be worried that there could be a problem if one of you is  
divorced. This is not usually a problem as we believe in a God who is an 
all loving God of second chances and who wants to bring light out of  
darkness.  
 
I look forward  to meeting with you soon, and to sharing your very special 
day. 
 
 
 
 
                                      

Vicar of Corbridge 
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How do we qualify to be married at St. Andrewôs? 
 
It is an important question because we are dealing with the law of the land 
not just informal church rules. 
 
To be married in any parish church either the bride or the groom have to 
have a residence qualification. For most people this means that they live in 
the parish or that they are prepared to live in the parish for three weeks to 
qualify to have their banns read.  
 
OR 
one of you must be on the Church Electoral Roll. Applications received 
from those who ôhabitually worship in the churchô are always granted. 
ñHabitually worshipò usually means coming to church at least once a 
month for a period of six months, which must start seven months before 
the wedding day. 
 
OR 
since October 2008 you may qualify by having a family link with the parish.  
The changes mean a couple can to be married in a parish church  if just 
one of these applies: 

¶ one of them was baptised or prepared for confirmation in the    
parish;  

¶ one of them has ever lived in the parish for six months or more;  

¶ one of them has at any time regularly attended public worship in 
the parish for six months or more;  

¶ one of their parents has lived in the parish for six months or more 
in their childôs lifetime;  

¶ one of their parents has regularly attended public worship there for 
six months or more in their childôs lifetime;  

¶ their parents or grandparents were married in the parish. 
(All of these refer to Church of England services)  

 
OR 
some people wishing to be married here may be unable to fulfil any of the 
qualifications above. If this is your situation do not worry! Come and talk to 
the Vicar who will be able to advise you about the possibility of obtaining  a 
Superintendent Registrarôs Licence or an Archbishopôs Licence.  
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OR 
have a civil ceremony, usually with bride, groom and a few witnesses    
followed by a European Wedding at St. Andrewôs. Such services have all 
the  elements of the wedding service save that there is no signing of     
registers as this will have already been done. 
 

 

What days can we get married on and at what times?  
 
You can be married on any day of the week between the hours of 8am and 
6pm. However there will be certain days and times that are not available : 
when Sunday worship is being held; certain special days in the church 
year eg. Good Friday. 
The service usually lasts a little under an  hour and it is important that we 
begin punctually as some of the participants may have commitments after 
the service. So please plan your timings carefully and include time  your 
photographer  needs  before you enter church. 
 
Can we use confetti?  
Yes, of course, but please use biodegradable, and outside the church. 
You may wish to discuss the use of other things to help bring colour to the 
day : do talk to the vicar about your ideas. We will do our best to incorpo-
rate them ïafter all it is your wedding! 
 
What about flowers?  
Please óphone Sheila Goldsworthy  
( Flower Convenor) 01434-632595 
 
Here are some guidelines:- 
 
I. For arranging your own flowers for a Saturday wedding:
- 
 

¶ arrangers can work from Friday morning onwards, provided there 
are no other church activities 

¶ please feel free to arrange flowers behind the altar, in pedestals in 
the sanctuary and the porch; beside the chancel steps; on pew ends 
(without damaging the pews) ;in front of but NOT on top of the font. 

¶ please do not touch the Royal British Legion vase at the foot of the 
Memorial List in the south transept or the arrangement on the shelf 
of the memorial Book at the entrance to the Lady Chapel. 

¶ equipment available : 6 pedestals; several trough & containers; 
chicken wire. Pews ends on request from Sheila. You will need to 
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bring your own óoasisô. 
 
2. For church arrangers to arrange your flowers for you for a Saturday 
wedding:- 
 

¶ the couple or their family bring the flowers into church on          
Thursday .Please arrange time with Sheila. 

¶ donations are expected  : currently £15 per vase, small table or 
trough; Ã30 per pedestal, altar Ã25, base of font Ã15 . é. again talk 
with Sheila 

 
3. Some limiting factors:- 
 

¶ decorations for church festivals take precedence over      
wedding arrangements eg. St. Andrewôs Day ( 30th 
Nov),Christmas, Easter. Whitsun, & Harvest. But having your   
wedding at these times does mean that the flowers will be 
wonderful é and free! 

¶ sometimes flowers will decorate the altar ñIn memoriamò; 
these take precedence over wedding flowers. 

¶ the church is not decorated during the penitential seasons of 
the year : Advent and Lent. This does not mean you cannot 
have flowers, but you will have to arrange for them to be 
taken out of church after the ceremony. 

¶ Lent 2009 from :25th Feb ï11th April; 2010 17th Febð3rd 
April; 2011 9th Marchð23rd Apr; 2012 22nd Feb. ï7th April 

¶ Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and 
runs until Christmas Eve. 

 
 
What about  music for our wedding?  
 
hymns 

¶ these are for you to choose, usually two or three, but the 
number is up to you. There are suggestions at the back of this 
booklet.  

¶ familiar tunes usually work best. 

¶ éé. but the choice is yours. 
music to come in and out to, and during the signing of the registers 
 

There is a wide range of music available for you to choose from. We 
suggest you discuss this with, Deborah Thorne,  the Organist.       
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The following is a selection of the more popular traditional pieces. 
For the entry of the Bride to church (processional) 

Bridal march from Lohengrin (Wagner) 
March from'Aida' (Verdi) 
Trumpet tune (Purcell) 
Trumpet Voluntary (J. Clark) 
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba (Handel) 
Now thank we all our God (Karg-Elert) 
 

As the married couple leave the church (recessional) 
Wedding march (Mendelssohn) 
Toccata (Widor) 

 
During the signing of the Register 

The organ may play some suitable music or the Choir sing an      
anthem - usually 4 or 5 minutes in length. 
 

Please talk with Deborah ( 634334) , she will be very happy to help you , 
and play possible pieces after a Sunday service 
 
Choir 
We can often offer a choir but it is 
dependent on the day and time of 
year on which you are getting 
married, again, talk with Deborah. 
 
Visiting Musicians 
 
We welcome visiting musicians : 
organists, string quartets, singers. 
 
 
Can we choose the Reading/s for the service?  
 
Yes, of course you can! 
There has to be at least one bible reading, and there are suggestions at 
the back. In addition you may wish to have further readings or poems ,  
either sacred or secular. 
 
 
Can we choose the prayers that will be used?  
Yes, of course you can. There are a selection further on in this booklet and 
we would, like you to choose the ones you want. 


